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found time to woo and wed Charlotte Arbaleste, a
young Protestant widow, well fitted by her talents
and character to be the worthy partner of his life
and thoughts.

After the conclusion of the Peace of Monsieur,
Mornay joined the King of Navarre, and was at once
admitted into his council, where his intimate ac-
quaintance with foreign courts and countries was of
the greatest service. A manifesto, in which Henry
justified his conduct, his attitude to the Estates, and
his warlike preparations was the first of that admi-
rable series of state papers written by Mornay,
remarkable alike for their lucidity, dignity and
moderation, which did much to raise the reputation
of the King of Navarre in Europe as well as in France.

At Eausse he proved that he was as ready with
his sword as with his pen, and although his exploits
as a soldier were obscured by his renown as a states-
man, the King had little reason to boast in his off-
hand way, when on a later occasion Mornay had
done some notable service, " that he knew in case of
need how to turn even an inkhorn into a captain/'
Not men only of the moderate party, such as 1'Estoile
and De Thou, but Leaguers who continued French-
men, like Jeannin and Villeroy, sought the friend-
ship of Du Plessis-Mornay, and the verdict of his
contemporaries has been confirmed by posterity*
" Even in the caricature of the Henriade, where the
figures of the wars of religion are set up in gilt
gingerbread in the taste of the Grand Sticlc^ the noble
lineaments of the Calvinist gentleman stand out as
if incapable of disfigurement/' " If," says a clear-